Three Keys to an Encounter with Jesus (Ruth 2:-13) 
Proposition: I believe that in these first three verses are three keys to 
unlocking a way for anyone (saved or lost) to be placed in to a position 
for a head on encounter with Jesus Christ. 

I. A Present Lord (Vs. 1) 

A. A Lord of Accessibility (Vs. la) 

B. A Lord of Abundance (Vs. lb) 

C. A Lord of Authority (Vs. lc) 

II. A Perceived Lack (Vs. 2) 

A. A Hunger Perceived (Vs. 2a) 

B. A Help Perceived (Vs. 2b) 
B. A Hope Perceived (Vs. 2c) 

III. A Providential Leading (Vs. 3) 

A. God's Leading to a Place (Vs. 3a) 

B. God's Leading to a Person (Vs. 3b) 
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1) President Reagan heard of her plight and put pressure on 
Gorbachev to release her during their meeting in Reykjavik. She 
now lives with her husband in London and longs for the day she 
can return to her native land. After being raised in an atheist's 
home she found an old Slavic Bible when she was twenty-three. 
She taught herself to read it and discovered a personal relationship 
with Christ. Her faith was discovered by the KGB, who infiltrated 
the Russian Orthodox Church as phony priests, and she was sent to 
a labor camp. She refused to deny the Lord, so they tortured her. A 
tooth was drilled without anesthetic to test her tolerance for pain. 
She was placed in an unheated room at fifty degrees for five 
months and given only a cotton gown. She sat on the cold floor and 
was fed every other day. This immovable woman said, "Following 
Christ is not a very pragmatic thing to do. It doesn't bring you very 
many benefits in the Soviet Union." 

2) "He that in heaven had a Father but no mother, came to this earth 
and was born of a mother, but had no father. He became one of us, 
one with us, and one for us. By taking on Himself human flesh, he 
became related to us." 

3) ...of abundance owned by the Lord Jesus, by virtue of His creative 
power: Colossians 1:16-17 For by him were all things created, that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist. "God owns the cattle on a thousand 
hills and all the taters in those hills." 


1) ...that causes a man or a woman to go out and try to find that 
life giving bread. 


2) Leviticus 19:9-10 And when ye reap the harvest of your land, 
thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither shalt 
thou gather the gleanings of thy harvest. And thou shalt not 
glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy 
vineyard; thou shalt leave them for the poor and stranger: I am 
the LORD your God. 


3) ...fresh encounter you may have with Jesus Christ will not be 
because of how many chapters you read or how long your 
prayers are, it will be because of his unmerited undeserved 
favor shed in your direction. But you'll never encounter the 
grace of God until you realize that you are a needy person and if 
you don't encounter some one outside of your ability you will 
die for want of nourishment! 
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1) ...I have something very profound to all you that believe in luck: 
blaaaaa.... To the writer it may have seemed by chance or luck, 
but if you know any thing about this Bible at all you know that 
God is in charge working things out to the counsel of his own 
will. 


2) ..can do this but he longs to do it. There is nothing that would 
please him more than for you encounter His son time and time 
again. 


